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THE BALKAN DANGER AND THE POWERS IN 1912
Though M. Poincare, with his characteristic quickness
and accuracy of judgment, was quite correct in his view
of the dangers latent in the Serbo-Bulgarian Treaty, he
and M. Sazonov took no immediate steps to consult with
the Powers to avert an outbreak of war in the, Balkans. He
merely told M. Sazonov that public opinion in France would
not allow the French Government to take up arms for
Russia over a purely Balkan question—so long as Germany
did not intervene. In this latter case, Russia "could cer-
tainly count on France for the accomplishment of her exact
and entire obligations" as an ally. He confidentially in-
formed Sazonov of the secret Anglo-French "verbal agree-
ment in virtue of which England has declared herself ready
to aid France with all her naval and military forces in case
of a German attack." . He discussed the new Franco-
Russian Naval Convention, and urged Sazonov to try to
make a similar convention with Sir Edward Grey for the
cooperative action of the Russian and English navies. In
fact, aside from his brief comment of warning on hearing
the terms of the Serbo-Bulgarian Treaty and some discus-
sion of an Austrian peace proposal, virtually all of his con-
versations during his stay in Russia from August 9th to 16th
were devoted to strengthening the bonds of the Triple En-
tente and securing solidarity of action between France,
Russia and England.143
After returning to France, though now fully aware of
the impending danger of war in the Balkans, M. Poincare
made no proposals to avert it until September 22. Even
then he consulted only with the two other members of the
Triple Entente, being ever anxious to preserve Entente
solidarity and to get concerted agreement to proposals
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